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in a hurry like the tremches st Ppres in 1915, Nothing
exeiting happened until we turned back and went the
other way. "C" Co. right we found was only seperated £
from the Fun by a barricade over which they M
lobhed stray bombs at each other; and evidently t_.ht_n is |
a pocket of Hun between us and the 'Dukos in the same
trench thus :- _
HUN
- L e

am?lténn.r";;it ”:1’:3:!’;:;:.:-“
Chesrful sort of disposition, i

Having inspected everything there was of any interest
ve wended our way back again, On the way home we atopped
to have a chat with Salt which seme old genileman pro-
duced a bettle of bramdied Cheme for our delectation,
Hiw!.ns allewed us one cherry each the gode sﬁappaé in
and caused the Fun to drop a whizzebang on the parados
above us, When we had rigen from our humble position
we discovered the bottle Chemes to be full of earths

As there seemed nothing more to stop up in the line
Ffor we left S5alt moaning over the Ghmn. and oursing the
Hun at the same time, and having been jeld up by a
strafeé of 18 minubtes eventualliyggbtbbekittoShn, HoeQo
The (.0 had not yet returned so I was biddeh to remainm
to lunch, in case the (,0. had orders when he returned,

The C.0, appeared in the dug-out at about 5 pPeifte
having raced a 5,9 to the door and enly just won, He hed
orders for a show toemorrew and having gent out for
Daddy Salt and Robin gave ug the following orders je

The 4th Division in conjunction with the 6th Diviaion
on the left and the Frenmch ¢n ‘the right will attaek on
Oetober 12th and capture th¢ Brown line.

Brown Line I'!ﬁp sheet.:l 57eC e

T We28.be8 1. NeB8.ceDeTe

Bdes Holle Will be at TelBedeSe6.

S« Boundary between 10th anf 12th Bde 39 '
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TeB4eDe040s Ne34aDa6eCa thence along Tes Boenffs =
Ie Transloy Road, :
lle_Boundary. 12th Bde and 6th Divisfon. NeBdedslsfs =
Ne28eBaBoels \ |
m. Ne28.Be®s0s = ﬂoﬁﬁa‘&Squ - Toﬁ dﬂ. _
The 2nd Lan, Fus and 2 guns K.G.co.ﬁn be on the tl:l't

of the Bde,

Attack in 8 weves, 200 gards between 4th & Bth. 4
guns 12 ¥ ,G,.80, and 4 guns T.l.&. uu be on special
mission,

A & G Cos, have been digging saps out from the
front line for asserbly trenches which will bo rmm
to~night 11/12th Octs and with Spectun trench will
form Bm., asgenbly position,

As(oe 0 assenble on right.

BeCoOe

- o on left,

to be sssembled by 5:15 a.me Octs 12th Iﬂiﬁu

Heving had these ordera T got beck to the Coe In

" Cow trench ae quickly ss possible landing up there
about 4 pem, ‘

I had my platcoa officers - Johhny Greaveés-Fortescue
- and Adddson and my ¥.C,0's up and gave them ordere.

A% B pems I got a chit from Brain telling me to
feteh the stores from D,Dump at 10:45 p.m. this evening
These stores conzisted of yellow flares for signalling
to aeroplanes and wire ecutters for the attack,

I had eiso to arrange to fetch ratiocns to my G.H.Q’;
and lsane .them out to the e't?itaz' Cos. ¢ach of whom sent '

a perty back Ilor then,
Rations and stores were fixed up and the Co, ready
to move hy 12 midnight 11/12th.
Robin whi wes at present in the support line, which
A was really the only commmnieation tremch arranged to be

¢lear of this by 2:30 a.p. so a8 to engble mo to get

Catalogue Reference WO/Qg/tlwt W %o . 1ine.1 Image Reference:53



=

9.

Accordingly I had given orders to the platoon Comdrs e
to be ready to move off at 2:30 a.m. The men would weas
fighting order Packs and Greateoats belng lert ﬁnclam
of Gos Q.M.Se Cliften in Cow trench. |

Therefove everything. being settled T tfwnoé.t_n anﬂ
slept t31l 1:30 a.m, Octe 12th, 1916,

m' E!’-‘ l.ath! 1616,
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At 2:80 ?.m. I started off to the assembly pésit&an
with my Cos HeQ. whieh conmsisted of C.S.M. Laverick D.0.Me
my rumner Ginger Hodgkinson my servant Earmsvu and the
Coe Signallers and Orderlies,

The platoon wers to start off at B:15 aeie in the
following order 1= 5.647.8 .

I reached Robins H,Qs 2t 3 a.m. to find "4" Co, had
not moved and were still sleeping the sleep of the justs
This seemed te prophesy a bit of a muddle at dawn unless
somebody hustled, So T chivied Robin up end his 3rd
platoon were just getiing avey ag Johny rolled ufu with
Hoebe They sat down and rested until "A" Co, were well
clear and then went on up the lime, Addison Jormanding 7
platoon and sét. Bolten Commanding 8 platoon ré)led up 0.K.
and were sent on wp te the lime but of Forterque and No.6e
platoon there was'nt a sign. By 4:30 a.m. og Fortesque
and 6 were atlll absemt I left Ginger and another ordor;y'
to show then the way up and with Cottee went on up. to see
how the 3 platoons were getting on and after a little
effort got thenassembled with a certain amount of room
and comfort and & spece left for Fortesque, At 5:30 a.in-
Just as Lt was getting daylight, Fortesque with Ho.6,
turned up. H3s guide had lost him compleyely and atterly
and it had taken Fortesque gome time to fiand hls wat baclk,
AfTter a short time 6 platoon got setiled in, By 6 a.n,

we woere asgembled thus e |

Image Reference:53



3 gﬂl l&gﬂ. Hidden by Crest,

- - - - - -y - - -

b
100 ydss = 150 yds, Vi
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lasted all day untll Zero Hour, It was very slow and very

regular. A fow shots fell short into "D" Co. but nothing
very exclilng happened at firste (The vest of this diary
is written by Hour snd minutes as the events of the day
beeame somewnat crowded).

8 8.ms  OnE G40's, 6th Div. came along our trench he
thought 7Zero hour was 2 Deiie '

12 noon, Watkins came along from C.Co., for a last conflab
Salt the Co. Cowdr, is belng sent back to Brigede with
Blencowe as 107 reinforcementg. -

12:15 peis Several BHuns nmping and crawling about ia No
¥Man'e Land, carrying a lachine Gun, Had a few shots at
them,

12:30 Dele 12 Duns cameé inte our line and surrendered,
Some excitement, Things assume s reay aspect and point te
a fairly easy showe.

1:0 peiie Watc ez sent te Bn. E.Qe for synchonlzing,
1:30 pem. Watch sent back and lollewing additlonsl orders
received from Brain, %ero hour 2,5.p.me The Duke to attack
the length of tremnch eccupled by the Hun between A Co, and
then Ate 2425 peme the rest of the Divialon to sttack.
Accordingly we sat doﬁn and waited for Zero hour,

2,P.m, Bombardment increased. Bey onets fixed,

2:3 ﬁﬁm; Bunplan flew atraight down own line about 300
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feet up, mudt heve seen trenches emwdnd w.‘:th men, m;ap

of our planag in sight, - _ _

2&'2 2_3& ‘i I‘!.anduh Row, Zere hour, Heavy cul‘ngr barrage

on.10th Przgﬂda laghine Gun Barrage, Dukes nt*ank&ng !

on our rp.ght. but can't see much, 1oy '~

' Shrapnel shell on top &f us. Mﬂ’.@k h@’l- on

1met and stunned several other eamltlu.

Aviful noise lmpossible to mkef oneaelf heard

Seversl [mon got exelted and went over the, ’wp on their
xa n as hall te go. _

2:20 pemts  Shell lsnded on Cos H.Q, all Co. signallers

and jers knocked out except CGinger Hargreavda hcﬂ;
lmeakad.’ ]
2:26 E-'Ef # Johny Greaves and § platoon off followed by
the wogh lof the Co, Jomuy shot through the lung 5 yards
4n. rrqm 'ef our parapet, Enemy mahino g hgmp pretty
urthea] thy our awn bamgc which should have Mt-d for us
haa one ¢n with the Dukez and 25 mins, 1m fromt of us,
inger end I follow the Ce. over. Rum 1.‘dq ‘hares and
ru,. ourselves well away in front of the Ce.
2:,;; Dalls 50% Co. already down, Whole Bde appears te
btf‘ held up I/Cpl. Fenton one of my Iewls Guuners has gob
h;& gun going In a shell hole on oy left, Awful din cem
?/a 1y hear 1t yelled at Sgit, Manin to take the st wave
lon, Be'lg lying Jjust behind me, Ginger says he's deads
: :?Sgt. Mann on my right of 7 platoom slso dead, No&t of the
| men appear teo -‘be dead, Shout at the rest and get up to £
/| teke them on. Find mys¢lf sitting on the ground facing
our own line with a ballly great hole in my thigh, does'mt

hurt much buy bleeding| like hell, Gimger also hit in the

=

‘wrlet. Awful dim  still, Yost of the (o. mow out. Ginger
_|

ties my leg wp I put my tie round my leg as & torniquet
| |

Fortesque abput 5 yds on my right still alive, He had

had a bullet| through his stedl hat and another had broken

the skin on his nose, Funny hok one noticed these things.
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Yell at him to come over to me, Show m uy leg and tell
hinm to carry on. He gets into a shell hole to listen
while I tell what to doe Shot through the heart while

I'm talking to him, Addison ai-o wounded and crawling
back to owr lines, That all the Officers and most of the
NeC.0'8s cant sco anything of Bolton end 8 -1?1'. Start
crawling on bsok, back to our own um.lam.ﬁ "Whats
that Ginger" Dead man Sir, Damj; Twrms over and drag alom
on my stomach, Ginger helps me along, Abe@t. 75 yda., to go\
Leg 8121l bleeding fast . and my trousers }igvo been cut
off me, Feel rather nake&. Beastly uneemfél‘table also
rathey faint, Bloody row stlll, liake mmtfur effort and
roll over our parapet on to Laverisk who has recovered
and 1z just coming up. Ginger dives off for siretcher
‘bearers, Awful shindy still, Feeling rottcn. Stretcher
bearer arrives, Take my Field Dressing off, Hole in my
thigh. I cen put my fist into it, Full of mud to, They
tie me up and cart me o'f to a amsll hole somewhere near
‘.'m original assembliy trench, Laverick goes off to colleet
the Co, Only about 12 inan left out of a hundred.

2:40 pete Johny Greaves carried 'al'ong and put in another
small hole, Badly hit in lung. Can't get away t11l dark.
Se Pemy (ot an awful pain, Laverilck has collected the
remnants of the Co, in the front 11ne. Iﬂimsslf Sgte.Bolton
and & dogen mn. Attack an absolute Ifailure.

5 Delte Fegling retten, Keeping 10:081:-1;; consclousness
Beard a Subaltern in the Dukes pas sea; Asks him how t.he?_
did. He says'l he is the only Officey left, 9 0ificers
killed, 6 wa'ﬁ' ded. Ask him if he 18 going 10 Bne.H.Qe He
is. Will he E:ll Brain how Ijthlngs are, and that Johny

and I are hepre

oHe wille Muagt have fainted agaln,

6 pems Stif11 in this beagtly hole, Hohny very quiet,
I
. . !
, %.M& Stiretcher Bearerq come up and Johny carried off
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108 reaeweal come upe



